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Why do we pay tolls on this road?
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Why do we pay tolls on this road?

A Special Report from Congressman Brian Higgins.



The I-190 is the only road in New York State where local commuters 
are forced to pay tolls to drive downtown. That’s just unfair!

For generations, Western New Yorkers have been forced to live with unfair 
decisions made by Albany bureaucrats. Even now, as thousands of Western 
New Yorkers are joined by hundreds of local public officials to band together 
in the fight to remove the tolls on the I-190, New York’s governor and his  
administration miss the opportunity to do the right thing, and instead  
propose another complicated bureaucratic solution. 

Enough is enough. It’s time to end once and for all the double-tax commuters 
are paying in order to use the I-190. It’s time to tear these toll barriers down.

Congressman Higgins is is taking action  
to remove tolls on I-190.

“The local campaign for toll removal gained 

momentum from Rep. Brian Higgins, who 

wiped clean the cudgel he used on the New 

York Power Authority and brandished it at the 

Thruway Authority. The federal government 

sent money here in the past to remove the tolls, 

Higgins argues, but the state spent that money 

elsewhere. It’s time to make good.” 

– Buffalo News, April 6, 2006

Congressman Higgins inspects 

the Ogden Street toll barriers 

with several local leaders who 

have fought for removal of the 

I-190 tolls, including (from left) 

Assemblyman Sam Hoyt, State 

Senator Marc Coppola,  

Hamburg Councilwoman  

Kathy Hochul, County Clerk 

David Swarts and County  

Legislator Tim Kennedy.

The Buffalo News, May 18, 2006

The Buffalo News, April 14, 2006

The Buffalo News, April 4, 2006

The Buffalo News, April 6, 2006

•  Congressman Higgins has demanded Governor Pataki remove the I-190 toll barriers  
and has threatened legislation to strip the Thruway Authority of federal funding unless  
tolls are removed. 

•  Congressman Higgins has exposed the Thruway Authority’s ongoing campaign  
of misinformation by relentlessly investigating their claims and offering proof  
of their distortions. 

•  After reading of the inherent dangers posed by toll barriers, Congressman Higgins has  
called on state agencies to provide accident statistics detailing the number and scope  
of accidents and other dangers caused at the Ogden and Breckenridge toll barriers.


